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May 11 / Administration of George W. Bush,

promote the free flow of information; cer-
tain software and technology; products in
support of United Nations operations; and,
certain exports and reexports of a tem-
porary nature. These items are further
identified in the Department of Com-
merce’s General Order No. 2, as issued
consistent with my order. I have also
waived the application of subsection
5(a)(2)(D) to permit the following with re-
spect to aircraft of any air carrier owned
or controlled by Syria: takeoffs or landings
of such aircraft when chartered by the Gov-
ernment of Syria to transport Syrian gov-
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ernment officials to the United States on
official Syrian government business; takeoffs
or landings for non-traffic stops of such
aircraft that are not engaged in scheduled
international air services; takeoffs and land-
ings associated with an emergency; and
overflights of U.S. territory.

GEORGE W. BUsH
The White House,
May 11, 2004.

NoTE: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on the Death of Nicholas Berg

May 12, 2004

I want to express my condolences to the
family and friends of Nicholas Berg. Nich-
olas Berg was an innocent civilian who was
in Iraq to help build a free Iraq. There
is no justification for the brutal execution
of Nicholas Berg—no justification whatso-
ever.

The actions of the terrorists who exe-
cuted this man remind us of the nature
of the few people who want to stop the
advance of freedom in Iraq. Their intention
is to shake our will. Their intention is to
shake our confidence. Yet, by their actions,

they remind us of how desperately parts
of the world need free societies and peace-
ful societies, and we will complete our mis-
sion. We will complete our task.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House prior to his
departure for Bethesda, MD. American hos-
tage Nicholas Berg was killed in Iraq in early
May by senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab
Al Zarqawi.

Remarks in a Discussion on Education at the National Institutes of Health

in Bethesda, Maryland
May 12, 2004

The President. Thanks, Reid. Thank you
all for coming. What he forgot to tell you
is, I've known Reid for a long time. See,
when I was the Governor of Texas, I was
worried that we weren't using a curriculum,
a reading curriculum that would work. So
I said to Margaret Spellings, who is my
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Domestic Policy Adviser here in Wash-
ington, I said, “Who’s the best in the coun-
try about figuring out how to teach children
how to read?” And they said, “Reid Lyon.”
I said, “Okay, get him up here,” or “Get
him down here,” in this case. He was here
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